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      ~WCS Students Volunteer at 
            10th Annual Safety Day~ 

Three of our West Central Stakeholders student reps  
were able to volunteer some time to help out at the 
10th Annual Safety Day in Rocky Mountain House this 
past May. 

Curtis Cech, Harper Wuth and Ashley Sands spent a 
large chunk of their day helping at the registration 
desk and doing what they could to make sure those 
manning the booths were well supplied with food and 
water. 

Approximately 2400 people attended the Safety Day 
event to visit the dispay booths, gather information 
and see demonstrations on topics related to staying 
safe at home, work, and play.  Traffic through the 
arena was steady for most of the event, so those 
operating the booths were very appreciative of the 
friendly assistance offered by the student volunteers. 

WCS MISSION: 

To provide an open forum for the people of West Central Alberta to present and 

discuss information related to the oil and gas industry. 

 

West Central Stakeholders 
Contacts: 

Rick Anderson, Facilitator: 403-847-8086      
wcs@westcentralsh.com 

Miles Nielsen, co-chair: 403-845-8414 
Gerald Knopp, co-chair: 403-729-2663 

www.westcentralsh.com 
 
 

 

Energy and Environmental 
Emergency 

24-Hour Response Line 

1-800-222-6514 
 

For inquiries or regulatory questions, 
contact the customer contact centre 

at 1-855-297-8311 

 

 

     Volunteers  Curtis Cech, Harper Wuth and Ashley Sands 
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AFTER 

Member Moment…. 
  

 

BEFORE  

Youth member Cody Hogberg has this to say about attending 
WCS meetings…  

“The West Central Stakeholders synergy group has been a very 
useful learning experience for me. This group helps me understand 
what is going on in the surrounding area so that I can apply that 
knowledge when I eventually make my way to the oil and gas 
industry. 

I never really knew what a synergy group was before I joined the 
West Central Stakeholders but now I know that it is a group of 
people working together to inform others. I joined the West 
Central Stakeholders group because I thought that I would learn 
about issues that are going on in the community but that was just 
part of what I learned. 

The West Central Stakeholders group does a lot more than just 
have a meeting each month. They are very involved in the 
community and also host an information night twice a year. At the 
first information night we had certain topics such as recreation, 
environment and transportation where we discussed issues 
surrounding that particular topic. We would have 15 minutes at 
each topic to discuss it and then we would move on to the next. 
This information night is where I learned most and it really opened 
my eyes up to what was going on around me. 

The West Central Stakeholders has been a positive learning 
experience and I hope that I might be able to join the group again.“ 

 

CPAWS 

Representatives from the 
Canadian Parks and 
Wilderness Society 
(CPAWS) have attended 
recent WCS meetings and 
have agreed to give us a 
presentation on what their 
organization is about and 
what it is they do. 

They will be on the agenda 
for our next regular 
meeting, scheduled for 
September 1st at the 
Condor Community Centre. 

WCS strives to be a diverse 
multi-stakeholder group in 
the community and is 
happy to see regular 
participation expanding to 
include organizations such 
as CPAWS.  Having many 
perspectives at the table 
serves to enrich the 
conversations. 

 

You Asked For It... 

At our March Information Night “Who Ya Gonna Call” an audience member asked our panel... 

“After a disposition of an asset to a new licensee..... How long of a grace period does the AER allow for a 
new licensee to get their respective lease/facility signage changed over?  And – further, is there a 
different time allowance for pipeline right-of-way signage?” 

Panel member Darcy Allen, Community Relations Specialist, Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) committed 
to getting back to us to confirm a more specific answer to the question. Here is his follow-up response: 

“Short Answer: There is no grace period for facilities.  If a licensee knows they will be purchasing a 
company they can work with the AER to submit a self-disclosure to allow a reasonable time to replace 
the signs.  The time frame varies on the scope and nature of the undertaking and how many signs are to 
be replaced.  This is also conditional that the previous owner will continue to answer to the emergency 
number on the sign.  Section 68 of the pipeline rules allows for 180 days grace period.  Same rule applies 
to previous owner answering calls to the emergency number.” 
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As part of their last meeting before taking a break for the summer, the West Central Stakeholders took 
in a tour of the Newalta waste treatment facility located just off highway 761 near Stauffer.  Newalta 
has been a longstanding member of West Central Stakeholders, and Branch Manager Ron Lacoste did a 
great job in coordinating a very informative tour of the facility. 

The company’s commitment to safety was clearly demonstrated in the mandatory safety orientation 
prior to the tour and the requirements for personal protection equipment (PPE) to be worn by anyone 
entering the site.  Those members participating in the tour consisted of community members, industry 
members, student members and the regulator, making for a good cross section of the group. 

The WCS “tour’ists” (as someone jokingly referred to them) were able to see firsthand the processing 
equipment and procedures used for the receiving,  
separating, treating, recycling and disposal aspects of 
handling oilfield waste materials.  They were also 
able to see some of the operation’s recent upgrades 
in equipment that facilitate increased efficiency in 
their handling procedures. 

As one “tour’ist” commented... “I always drive past 
here and I see these types of trucks on the road;  
now I know where they’re going and what happens 
with the stuff they are hauling. 

If you are interested in learning more about the  
Newalta plant you can call them at 403-746-2266. 

Members Tour Newalta Plant
  

 

WCS members tour the Newalta treatment facility 
near Stauffer on their way to the June meeting. 

Update from our Cumulative Effects workshop: 

A common theme during our November 18, 2014 public workshop on cumulative effects was related to 
volumes of ATV use on trails, camping on industry facility sites and pipelines, and the damage these 
types of activities can cause out in the West Country. 

Clearwater Trails Initiative (CTI) is currently making great strides in addressing these types of issues.  
CTI has been working collaboratively with the county, the provincial government, the forestry industry 
and several WCS member companies to identify and improve ATV trails, to identify appropriate areas 
for random campsites, and to identify sites that pose either a safety risk or an environmental risk.  
Another part of their program is to provide signage to assist recreational users in the West Country in 
recognizing and utilizing appropriate campsites and ATV trails. 

Recently, the organization has received funding from Federal and Provincial sources to put towards 
their “Rig Street” pilot project, where they will be developing a trail system and constructing 
improvements for safe ATVing and camping while helping protect against environmental impacts. 

CTI is structured as a synergy group, and Project Coordinator Cal Rakach regularly attends the WCS 
meetings to provide updates to the members on CTI’s latest achievements and their ongoing plans. 
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WCS Youth Member Curtis Cech… 

"Before coming to West Central Stakeholders I had no former knowledge of most aspects of synergy or 
just the basic views of the community towards oil and gas industry. Throughout the course of WCS I 
learned that the people that attended the meetings wanted to hear your voice not just watch you sit 
there. That is just one of the many things that really made me feel welcome to the group.“ 

 

 
 

 

 

For a list of WCS member companies, contact information, and more: 
 Visit us on our website at www.westcentralsh.com 

To further flesh out the signage information offered in “You Asked For It” on page 2, the AER says… 

Signage at Oil and Gas Wells and Facilities 

The Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) requires the licence holder of all oil and gas wells and facilities to 
post an identification sign at the primary entrance to the site. The sign must have the name and 
telephone number of the licensee or operator, and the legal description of the surface location of the 
well or facility. This lease signage provides vital information for contacting a company for any 
emergency that is identified at the site. Landowners are encouraged to post this contact information 
on their phones or fridges. 

When an energy site is transferred between companies, it is the responsibility of the licensee to 
update the sign with the appropriate new information. Information on signage is found in the Oil and 
Gas Conservation Rules Part 6, a copy of which is located on the AER website at www.aer.ca/rules-
and-regulations/act-and-rules . These requirements are within the Energy Resource Enactments that 
govern energy resource development in Alberta and are administered by the AER.  

AER Directive 071, Emergency Preparedness and Response Requirements for the Petroleum Industry 
provides further information on signage and requires licensees of wells and facilities to ensure that its 
24-hour emergency telephone number is posted by way of a conspicuous sign erected at the primary 
entrance to all licensee wells and facilities. This is to ensure an immediate response in case of an 
emergency. Although the posted phone number is primarily for emergencies, in the absence of 
another suitable contact phone number it can be used to inform the licensee of any other issues or 
concerns at the site. 

Landowners are encouraged to get to know the local energy operators and contacts in their area and 
to use these contacts for any non-emergency concerns. If a member of the public is unsure who to 
call or is uncomfortable calling the licensee emergency phone number they should call the AER 
Energy and Environmental 24-Hour Response Line: 1-800-222-6514 for emergencies and complaints 
or contact their local Field Centre for more information. 
 

Member Moment…. 
  

http://www.aer.ca/rules-and-regulations/act-and-rules
http://www.aer.ca/rules-and-regulations/act-and-rules
tel:1-800-222-6514

