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Across the Fence 
Separating Facts from Friction “Where Conversations Happen”               Spring 2017 

 

WCS MISSION: 

To provide an open forum for the people of West Central Alberta to present and 

discuss information related to the oil and gas industry. 

 

West Central Stakeholders 
Contacts: 

Rick Anderson, Facilitator: 403-847-8086      
wcs@westcentralsh.com 

Marcie Nieman, co-chair: 403-722-7035 
Gerald Knopp, co-chair: 403-729-2663 

www.westcentralsh.com 
 
 

 

Energy and Environmental 
Emergency 

24-Hour Response Line 

1-800-222-6514 
 

For inquiries or regulatory questions, 
contact the AER customer contact 

centre at 1-855-297-8311 

 

 

 
Springtime out west.... 

Local Youth Involvement 

One component of West Central Stakeholders that the 
group is very excited about is participation from our 
local youth.  Every year the group offers a bursary 
program to encourage local high school students to 
get involved.   Additionally, youth members often 
attend from the local Aboriginal Resource Centre. 

Once at the table, youth are exposed to many aspects 
of existing in a diverse, multi-stakeholder community 
that they may not otherwise encounter.  Through 
example, they learn about effectively sharing 
knowledge and respectfully sharing opinions on the 
various activities that impact their community, local 
businesses, and the landscape.  They are also afforded 
the opportunity to connect with potential future 
employers in various sectors. 

Having the youth involved is not just about what can 
be offered to the youth.  Youth members contribute 
their views and perspectives in the discussions, pass 
along relevant information to their peers, and help 
volunteer at events. 

Most importantly, having youth involved and present 
at the meetings provides a reminder of who inherits 
the results of actions taken today.  As one member put 
it, “I’m glad to see the youth here.  Seeing them at the 
table helps me think and speak differently.” 
 

Coming May 3rd in Rocky Mountain House... 
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AFTER 

 

 

For a list of WCS member companies, contact information, and more: 
 Visit us on our website at www.westcentralsh.com 

Our Synergy Neighbours 
Many other communities in the province have a 
local synergy group as well.  While each group 
has its own unique structure and local focus, 
they typically consist of industry, the regulator, 
local community members, and often include a 
variety of other businesses and agencies. 

To see who our synergy neighbours are click on 
www.synergyalberta.ca and check out the site’s 
Group Directory. 

 
Public Information Night 

 

Youth and the Industry 
Your Legacy, Our Future 

 

Come hear about: 

 What’s trending in Approaches to Regulating 

 What’s trending in Industry Activity 

 What local Youth envision for the Future 

 What opportunities might be ahead 

 What does this mean for us locally 
 

March 21st, 2017 
Lou Soppit Community Centre 

Doors Open at 6:00 pm ~ Presentations at 7:00 pm 
 

Networking opportunities and Information booths 
Refreshments and door prizes 

For more info contact 
403-847-8086 or wcs@westcentralsh.com 

You’re Invited.... 

Local Emission Study 
 

The following is excerpted from the Alberta Energy 
Regulator’s reSource website... 
 
The AER and Alberta Health are leading a study to 
discover what gases are produced during the 
“flowback” phase of hydraulic fracturing operations, 
whether concentration levels exceed Alberta’s air 
quality and health thresholds, and whether there are 
any potential risks to human health and the 
environment. 

“Flowback” refers to the process whereby fluids used to 
fracture a well are pumped back to the surface after 
hydraulic fracturing is complete.  The fluids, and any oil 
and gas from the well, are then sent to a separator to 
separate liquid from gas; the liquid goes to a tank 
where it’s disposed of, while the gas is burned in the 
flare stack. 

As part of the quest for answers, the AER is testing 
eight wells near Drayton Valley and Rocky Mountain 
House that are drilling into the Cardium geological 
formation. 

The AER invited a handful of operators planning to 
develop new wells in the Cardiaum formation to 
participate in the study, not knowing how many would 
sign on.  As it turns out, all were overwhelmingly 
supportive. 

The AER, university researchers, and Alberta Health will 
use this information to determine what could happen 
to those chemicals when burned and ultimately 
released to the environment. 

A technical steering committee is providing strategic 
and operational support and guidance throughout the 
study.  It includes InnoTech Alberta (part of Alberta 
Innovates), Alberta Health, Alberta Environment and 
Parks, a public representative from the study area, 
some of Canada’s top flare researchers from Carleton 
University, and the AER. 

For the full story visit 
http://resource.aer.ca/whats-in-the-flare/  

http://www.synergyalberta.ca/
http://resource.aer.ca/lets-talk-fracking/
http://www.aer.ca/about-aer/spotlight-on/unconventional-regulatory-framework/what-is-hydraulic-fracturing
http://resource.aer.ca/whats-in-the-flare/

