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Across the Fence 
Separating Facts from Friction “Where Conversations Happen”              Summer 2017 

 

WCS MISSION: 

To provide an open forum for the people of West Central Alberta to present and 

discuss information related to the oil and gas industry. 

 

West Central Stakeholders 
Contacts: 

Rick Anderson, Facilitator: 403-847-8086      
wcs@westcentralsh.com 

Marcie Nieman, co-chair: 403-722-7035 
Gerald Knopp, co-chair: 403-729-2663 

www.westcentralsh.com 
 
 

 

Energy and Environmental 
Emergency 

24-Hour Response Line 

1-800-222-6514 
 

For inquiries or regulatory questions, 
contact the customer contact centre 

at 1-855-297-8311 

 

 

We All Own a Piece of Safety 

It is generally accepted nowadays that we all bear 
some responsibility for our own safety, the safety 
of those around us, and the safety of the 
environment in which we live, work, and play.  This 
is especially relevant during the summer season 
when the weather is more conducive to outdoor 
pursuits, and our rural landscapes become busy 
with recreational users and seasonal agricultural 
activities. 

Beyond the natural hazards found while camping, 
hiking, quadding, haying, fencing, etc., there are 
the considerations that need to be made for 
industrial facilities located throughout the region.  
Many of these can pose a significant danger if they 
are damaged or tampered with.  How we conduct 
ourselves around these facilities and installations 
can have an impact both on our personal safety 
and on the safety of the environment. 

Many of the West Central Stakeholders (WCS) are 
involved in formal safety-oriented programs 
beyond the basic safety practices involved in their 
day-to-day life, whether it be on the farm, at the 
office, on a job-site, or out for some R&R. 

In this edition of “Across the Fence” we have 
gathered article submissions from WCS members 
who are actively involved in organizations that 
promote safety in a variety of ways... through 
awareness, education, training, emergency 
response, project implementation, mutual aid, and 
environmental protection.  Read on... 
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AFTER 

 

BEFORE  

Clearwater Trails Initiative Becomes a Society 
 

Clearwater Trails Initiative (CTI) joined Synergy Alberta in 2014 and most recently became a registered non-
profit society in Alberta.   This is an important step, allowing CTI to apply to various funding sources to 
continue the mission to foster cooperation among users, industry and government in a backcountry trail and 
infrastructure system, which will be used in a responsible manner and managed for future generations to 
enjoy. 
 
Over the past three years, CTI has been successful in securing nearly $700K in funding to complete trail and 
infrastructure enhancements in the Clearwater Forest.  CTI’s first major project involved tackling a pilot 
project in the Rig Street area, west of Caroline.  This project involved upgrading trails, installing bridges and 
two staging areas. 
 
A second project has been initiated in the Meadows/Trout Creek area next to Ram Mountain.  This project is 
ground breaking in utilizing integrated land management principles by following behind logging operations 
and converting roads into a trail system.  Not only does this enhance the trail riding experience but permits 
the elimination of seismic lines that are currently being used as trail routes.  Seismic lines are notorious for 
being poorly located and indiscriminate in the terrain they cut through.  The intended purpose of these line 
was not for recreational trail use and causes problems in sustaining a trail system. 
 
CTI, along with the Sasquatch and Partners program, has demonstrated success in educating and 
encouraging visitors to make good choices when recreating out in the West Country.  Through signage and 
personal contact, recreationists are being encouraged to avoid unsafe camping sites and poor trail routes 
while pointing them towards Sasquatch approved camp sites and sustainable trails. Increased enforcement 
in the last couple years as well as the long running May Long Task Force have also been part of increased 
awareness and compliance. 
 
Success is being realized.  Most notable is the vast reduction in garbage after long weekends and in general.  
There is strong desire of visitors to do the right thing but there has been hit and miss programs in the past.  
CTI’s goal is to provide positive messaging and pointing users in the right direction. 
 
As a synergy group, CTI is looking forward to continuing to partner with volunteer groups, community, 
industry, and different levels of government to be proactive in creating a sustainable outdoor experience. 
 

Cal Rakach regularly attends the West Central Stakeholders meetings and is an enthusiastic supporter of safe 
and environmentally sustainable use of the west country.  For the past number of years Cal has been active in 
the role of Project Manager for Clearwater Trails Initiative (CTI) and has regularly kept the West Central 
Stakeholders group up to date on the progress being made on their various projects and on the opportunities 
available for improved safety in the back country, both for the recreational users and for the environment.  Cal 
provided the following information on the CTI and some of the work it has been doing to enhance safe 
recreational use out west... 
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Alberta Common Ground Alliance 
Updates What’s New With the ABCGA 

The Alberta Common Ground Alliance is dedicated to 
protecting our workers, our communities and our 
environment through preventing damage to buried 
utilities. The goal is achieved by promoting effective 
ground disturbance and damage prevention practices 
through endorsed training programs, best practices and 
legislation. Here are a few updates from the ABCGA so 
far, this year: 

New Training Standard 
The ABCGA released a new Ground Disturbance 201 
Standard, replacing the old ABCGA Standard 201 
standard. There are a handful of training providers 
already endorsed under the new standard and several 
are in the assessment process. In addition, the ABCGA 
and the BCCGA have approved a new British Columbia 
version of the Ground Disturbance 201 Standard and will 
soon begin accepting applications from BC training 
providers. 

Dig Safe Month 
April was National Dig Safe Month and the ABCGA held 
its annual Dig Safe conference in Red Deer. This year 
there was a special guest: The Grey Cup. The Grey Cup 
took a tour around Calgary and Red Deer before stopping 
at the conference. It visited several corporate offices, 
including TransCanada, and dropped in on radio stations 
around Red Deer throughout the day, helping promote 
our message of safe digging practices in Alberta. 

New Website 
A new ABCGA website went live this spring at 
DigSafeAB.ca. The new site makes it easier to find the 
information you are looking for: currently endorsed 
training programs, the damage prevention process, news 
and upcoming industry events. To keep up to date on 
damage prevention in Alberta, subscribe to the ABCGA 
monthly newsletter. 

Preventing damage to buried utilities is a process that 
relies on numerous individuals and stakeholders all 
performing their roles and responsibilities—damage 
prevention is a shared responsibility. Supporting the 
ABCGA through membership and participation is one of 
the most important and cost-effective things your 
company can do to prevent future damages. If you’re 
interested in getting involved in the damage prevention 
process, visit our website for more information. 

Mutual Aid for Mutual Benefit –  
          Clearwater Mutual Aid Co-op 

Mutual aid is an agreement among emergency 
responders to lend assistance across jurisdictional or 
company boundaries. Alberta, with its abundance of 
natural resources and industry, is no stranger to 
disaster, which have included floods, tornados, wild 
fires, pipeline breaches, train derailments and 
transportation incidents involving hazardous 
materials release and it has many formal mutual aid 
emergency response groups. Some, like the Sundre 
Petroleum Operators Group, have been in place for 
over 25 years. 

Clearwater Mutual Aid Co-op (CMAC) came together 
in 2005 and is in Clearwater County north of the 
Sundre Petroleum Operators Group (Hwy 54). The 
co-op pools resources and assists each other during 
an emergency. There are more than a dozen oil and 
gas companies as members and associate members 
include the Clearwater County, Alberta Health 
Services, Alberta Energy Regulator and Town of 
Rocky Mountain House. 

The member companies agree to provide each other, 
on a best effort basis, immediate response, personal, 
equipment and communication support in the event 
of a complaint, investigation or emergency. The joint 
response improves public safety by decreasing 
investigation and response times. Public should be 
aware that they can call in any suspected 
emergencies or odour complaints to the 24-hour 
emergency number at 1-866-950-CMAC (2622). Their 
call will be directed to the appropriate member 
company and government agencies.  If it is outside of 
the CMAC boundaries, or related to a non-member’s 
property, the call will be redirected to the Alberta 
Energy Regulator.  

CMAC operators especially encourage the public to 
use the emergency number whenever they smell a 
sour gas odour. The public should then go inside and 
close their doors and windows and await further 
instruction, or travel cross wind out of the area. 
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For a list of WCS member companies, contact information, and more: 
 Visit us on our website at www.westcentralsh.com 

  Why do I need to be prepared for a large scale emergency or disaster? 

If an emergency happens in your community, it may take emergency workers some time to reach you or 
you may need to evacuate quickly.  Personal Preparedness is everyone’s responsibility.  Are you ready? 

To learn more about personal preparedness for at least 72 hours you can visit 
http://www.clearwatercounty.ca   or   http://www.aema.alberta.ca. 

A Step Towards Family Preparedness 

Your family may not be together if a disaster strikes, so it is important to think about the following 
situations and plan just in case.  Consider the following questions when making a plan: 

Creating your Family Emergency Communication Plan starts with one simple question: “What if?” “What if 
something happens and I’m not with my family?” “Will I be able to reach them?” “How will I know they are 
safe?” “How can I let them know I’m OK?”  

During a disaster, you will need to send and receive information from your family. Communication 
networks, such as mobile phones and computers, could be unreliable during disasters, and electricity could 
be disrupted. Planning in advance will help ensure that all the members of your household—including 
children and people with disabilities and others with access and functional needs, as well as outside 
caregivers—know how to reach each other and where to meet up in an emergency. 

Planning starts with three easy steps:  

1. COLLECT. Create a paper copy of the contact information for your family and other important 
people/offices, such as medical facilities, doctors, schools, or service providers.  

2. SHARE. Make sure everyone carries a copy in his or her backpack, purse, or wallet. If you complete your 
Family Emergency Communication Plan online at ready.gov/make-a-plan, you can print it onto a wallet-
sized card. You should also post a copy in a central location in your home, such as your refrigerator or 
family bulletin board.  

3. PRACTICE. Have regular household meetings to review and practice your plan.  

If you are using a mobile phone, a text message may get through when a phone call will not. This is 
because a text message requires far less bandwidth than a phone call. Text messages may also save and 
then send automatically as soon as capacity becomes available. 
 

Clearwater Regional Emergency Management Agency 
asks you to consider the following... 

Be Prepared.... 


