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Attendance: 
 
Adam Pazant, Bellatrix 
Ashley Sands, Student 
Barry Shellian, ESRD 
Brenda Ross, Community 
Brian Bilawchuk, County 
Cal Rakach, AB Outdoors Coalition 
Calvin Hogberg, Community / Apache 
Cody Hogberg, Student 
Curtis Cech, Student 
Debee Graham, Chamber 
Doug Ray, Canadian Natural 
Eleanor Vokes, Bonavista 
Emily Buck, Bellatrix 
Eric Berg, SPOG 
Eric de Larminat, Chamber 
Eric Peats, County 

Gary Lewis, Clear Water Landcare 
Gary Meyer, NewAlta 
Gerald Knopp, Community 
Gerry Laslo, Community 
Haley Hanson, Student 
Jan McGlone, Community 
Jan Palsen, Talisman 
Jill Salus, ConocoPhillips 
Joe Drevenal, Community 
Johan Feddema, Community 
John Reid, Community 
John Vandermeer, County 
Judy Winter, Community 
Justine Gardner, AER 
Ken Brophy, Ram Coal 
Laura Button, Mountaineer 

Lloyd Metz, Ram Coal 
Marcie Nieman, Shell 
Matt Flickinger, Centrica 
Michelle Swanson, Community 
Mike Henderson, TransCanada 
Miles Nielsen, Husky 
Nick Taylor, Softrock 
Pat French, Taqa 
Paul Wyke, Apache 
Ron Hallahan, Community 
Spencer Sinclair, Paramount 
Terry Heidt, Apache 
Trina Wakelin, Penn West 
Vanessa Cartwright, Keyera 
Rick Anderson, facilitator

Introductions: 
 
Review Agenda: 

 No additions 

 

Review October 2014 meeting notes: 

 No revisions/additions 
 

Facilitator Update / Review Action Items: 

 Miles and Doug attended AER “meet & greet” on behalf of WCS on October 28 in Red Deer.  It was 

primarily a relationship-building event and both felt it was worthwhile attending.  Judy was in 

attendance as well, on behalf of Synergy Alberta. 

 Several WCS members attended the Synergy Alberta conference in November.  Community members 

whose attendance was sponsored by WCS member companies thanked those that sponsored them.  

Feedback was positive; many good break-out sessions and panel sessions.  Good cross-section of 

attendance from community, industry, government and municipalities, with increased attendance from 

more northern communities.  Days’ agendas were long and full.  Planning for a Calgary area location 

next year.  Judy Winter and Jan Palsen were congratulated for being elected to the Synergy Alberta 

Board of Directors. 

December 2nd, 2014 
3:30 p.m. 

Walking Eagle 
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 Chuck had sent an email providing follow-up information on the previous question around potential for 

changes to the Unique Well Identifier system in Alberta (October meeting).  He included a copy of a 

letter from the Minister of Energy.  Rick read to the group the highlighted portions, which indicated 

that nothing would be changing in the near future. 

 Student bursary committee members discussed the mentoring aspect of the program in a short 

meeting prior to the regular meeting.  Determined that they would go with a contingent of mentors 

being available to the students in general, with reps from community, industry, regulator, and county.  

Also determined that mentors should have at least 1 year history with WCS to be able to provide 

familiarity with the organization.  Rick will provide a list of the mentors and their contact information 

to the students.  Will also try to coordinate a meeting for the students and mentors in the new year.  

Also discussed developing more structure for the bursary process going forward, including program 

awareness and selection criteria. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 Communication / Info Night: 
o Reviewed a summary of the evaluation forms.  Most feedback was positive.  Some attendees 

were interested in participating in WCS and have been contacted. 
o WCS members provided feedback discussion.  Numbers seemed a bit lower than expected… 

May be due to being advertised as a workshop, no bulk mail-out newsletter this time, lack of 
interest in the topic…. Received good verbal feedback from participants. 

o Will need to be visible with our follow-up and follow-through regarding input received from 
the workshop (reference relevant inputs and outcomes in articles, projects, etc.)  Will 
reference outcomes, etc. at next info night as well. 

 Financial: 
o Doug discussed budget expenses for the 2014 year and proposed similar budget numbers for 

the 2015 budget year.  Moved by Gerry Laslo and seconded by Mike Henderson to accept the 
2015 budget proposed and set fees for 2015 at $3250.00. Carried.  Rick will prepare invoices to 
be sent out in January. 

 

Member Updates / In the Neighborhood: 
Members present gave verbal updates.  Written updates submitted are attached to the meeting notes.  

Attendees shared activity updates, and information about local events.   

 
Written updates 
 

 Alberta Energy Regulator 
Justine Gardner is back to work with the AER and getting into the swing of things again. Darcy Allen 
(previously with EnCana) was hired to work with Community Relations Team in the St. Albert Field Centre. 
  
Best in Class (BiC) Project 
On November 12, 2014; the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced a project that will provide the 
organization with the necessary tools and framework to become a best-in-class energy regulator.  

Following a competitive bidding process, the AER selected the University of Pennsylvania’s Penn Program 
on Regulation to undertake the best-in-class project.  
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The best-in-class project has three main objectives:  

• To identify the key attributes of a best-in-class regulator  

• To understand how the AER can adopt these attributes  

• To identify how to measure the concept of best in class in a credible manner  

The AER selected the Penn Program on Regulation, based on criteria that included its academic credentials 
and the quality of research, the university’s track record in organizing high-level engagement sessions, its 
proposed strategy to deliver on the project, its ability to advance its findings at the national and 
international level, and the bid price. 
  
The University of Pennsylvania will deliver a peer-reviewed framework by the summer of 2015, the AER 
expects to measure its performance against best-in-class attributes on a regular basis. Updates on the 
project will be posted to Penn Program on Regulation’s best-in-class website. 
https://www.law.upenn.edu/institutes/ppr/bestinclassregulator/ 
  
The best-in-class project is closely linked to the AER’s efforts to be a regulator that is protective, effective, 
efficient, and credible. 
  
Changes to the Hydraulic Fracturing Notification Submission Procedure  
The Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) is changing the hydraulic fracturing notification submission procedure 
to help it to more efficiently and effectively monitor hydraulic fracturing activity. Under Directive 083: 
Hydraulic Fracturing – Subsurface Integrity, industry is required to submit the hydraulic fracturing 
notification submission form (the form) at least five days before the pressure test of surface equipment for 
hydraulic fracturing operations. 
  
Effective December 3, 2014, industry licensees are expected to do the following: 
• Use the modified form (Excel spreadsheet) because the questions to be answered have changed. 
• Submit the form to the appropriate AER field centre. 
  
The modified procedure, field centre e-mail addresses, and modified form will be posted to the Directive 
083 page on the AER website, www.aer.ca, before the effective date above. Industry licensees may use the 
new process in advance of the effective date if they wish. If you have questions, e-mail inquiries@aer.ca or 
call the Customer Contact Centre at 1-855-297-8311.  

 
One item that just came across my desk this morning that I didn’t bring up at the meeting: 
  
Amendments to Directive 079: Surface Development in Proximity to Abandoned Wells 
The Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announces amendments to Directive 079: Surface Development in 
Proximity to Abandoned Wells that come into effect on November 28, 2014.  
  
Directive 079 sets out the AER’s requirements for locating and testing abandoned wells where there may 
be conflicts with proposed surface structures and where surface structures already exist close to an 
abandoned well.  

 
Directive 079 was amended as follows:  

https://www.law.upenn.edu/institutes/ppr/bestinclassregulator/
http://www.aer.ca/
mailto:inquiries@aer.ca
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• Introduction – The paragraph stating that information on reclamation standards, procedures, and 
certificates could be obtained from Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource Development or the 
Environmental Law Centre was removed.  

• Section 5 – The risk categories included in the abandoned well risk assessment model were removed. 
These can be found in a separate document on the Directive 079 webpage of the AER website, www.aer.ca.  

• Section 6 – Edits were made to clarify that leaking abandoned wells must be repaired in accordance with 
Directive 020: Well Abandonment. However, if the AER is of the opinion that it is more appropriate for a 
methane anomaly to be monitored and managed rather than for the source of the anomaly to be repaired 
due to the specific circumstances, the AER may authorize such an approach. The criteria used to make this 
determination will vary depending on the circumstances, but will always ensure public safety, resource 
conservation, and environmental protection.  
 

 Anderson 
One drilling rig West of Hwy 22 44-8w5 
Facility construction ongoing 41-6w5 North of Rocky just East of Hwy 22 
Completions, pipeline and facility work to follow these locations. 

 

 Bonavista 
Central Area 
Drilling rigs  
Wilson Creek Area 1-23-42-4W5M When completed will move to Westerose 02-27-045-02W5M. 
Willesden Green 13-04-41-6W5M When completed will move to Gilby 06-31-40-4W5M 
Gilby 15-18-41-4W5M 
 

 Canadian Natural 
Drilling Rig in Chambers Creek area.  Completions & pipeline to follow. 
 

 Clearwater County 
The annualCounty budget discussions were reviewed, and are looking to get budget adopted in the 
NewYear. 
The Nordegg Lower Stewart street construction was awarded to Pidherney’s. 
Staff is working on putting together the Winter Gravel program for the New Year. 
Plow trucks are out doing clean up and sanding on the highways. 
 

 Clearwater Trails Initiative 
CTI has registered with Synergy Alberta as a Synergy Group. 

Phase 1 Inventory of Rig Street complete. 
ID’d 61 random campsites. 
Inventoried approx. 123 km of trail. 
Beginning planning for summer season 
 

 ConocoPhillips 
3 rigs in area spudded in last 10 days 
 Ferrier      12-22-40-7w5    RMH airport  area 
 Pembina   1-33-45-9w5      W    Braz Reservoir 
       8-10-47-10w5   NW Braz Reservoir 

http://www.aer.ca/


Page 5 of 6 

 

 

 Encana 
New development activity is on hold until we further evaluate the existing producing wells that are 
currently producing into 3rd party facilities in our Willesden Green area. 

 

 ESRD 
Environment and Sustainable Resource Development in partnership with Clearwater County with be 
conducting FireSmart operations adjacent to Nordegg. Operations will consist of hand, mechanical and 
salvage operations. 
The hand treatment operations for this project will consist of:  

Spacing coniferous trees (spruce & pine) to an average of 3-meter crown spacing. This is the 
distance between individual tree tops. 

- Limbing to a 2-meter height. This is the removal of branches from the stem of a tree 
- Cleanup of standing dead and downed timber.   
The mechanical operations for this project will consist of: 
- Mulching all standing dead and downed timber. 
The salvage treatments operations will consist of: 
- Recovery of wood for dimensional lumber or for firewood.  
Debris material will be piled and burnt on site 
 
Burnstick Lake  
Our FireSmart crew to arrived Saturday November 22nd and will be working in the area for 4-5 weeks. 
Treatments will consist of: 
-Clean up of ‘sound’ standing dead and downed woody material 
-Removal of any understory coniferous species that are providing a ladder fuel to the over story coniferous 
trees (spruce and pine) 
-Removal of tree limbs to approximately 2metres from the forest floor 
-Hand-pile and burn the debris on site 
 
Horburg 
Hand treatment of 20 hectares of spacing and limbing 
Mechanical harvesting of 151 hectares  
 
FireSmart Community Series will be held in Rocky Mountain House March 3-5 2015 including information 
for Oil and Gas community 
 

 Husky 
The Foothills District –Ram River Area continues to plan for its 2015 Turnaround, which will take place May 
27th to June 12th, 2015 
 

 Keyera 
Keyera announced Dec 2 that it has agreed to participate with Bellatrix Exploration in a new deep cut gas 
plant as a 33% owner and related pipelines currently being constructed by Bellatrix in the Alder Flats area.  
Business as usual at the Strachan Gas Plant. 
 

 Penn West 
Sale to NAL announced Dec. 1 2014.  Operations to the east and southeast of Rocky Mountain House.  
Otherwise business as usual. 
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 Rocky Native Friendship Center 
Dec 10 – Community Consultation from 1 – 3 pm  - this event will serve as a foundation to build a 
comprehensive community plan with Rocky and area resource/service providers. Drop in for a snack and 
refreshments. 
Dec 11 – Indian Taco Sale – fundraiser for Elder Madeleine Mottus to offset medical and transportation 
costs. There will be live entertainment, crafts and baked goods. Donations accepted. 
Dec 17 – Christmas party for the Asuni Wahchi Awasisuk Headstart Program – Santa will be there! 
Dec 25 – the RNFC will be joining the Town, County, FCSS and others in preparing and serving Annual 
Christmas Dinner at the Lou Soppit Community Center – Everyone welcome! 
 
In the new year, the Aboriginal Resource Center (A.R.C.) will be moving from its present location and into 
the Friendship Center.  The ongoing Family Literacy program will be enhanced with a Literacy and 
Foundational Learning Capacity program beginning in January. The other programs at the RNFC are the 
Headstart – a pre-school program from potty trained to kindergarten, the Aboriginal Community Building 
Initiative and the Aboriginal Early Intervention program. We continue to offer our Soup and Bannock lunch 
on Wednesdays – everyone is welcome! We also provide a variety of services and referrals to all in the local 
communities. 

 

 Talisman 
Aurora area 
 -facilities construction on our 4-27 location 
 -reservoir to be constructed at this location to collect run off 
 -1 pad under construction 10km N of Caroline 

 
Discussion Items: 

 Presentation from Ram Coal 
o Ken Brophy and Lloyd Metz provide an overview of the proposed coal development west of 

Rocky Mountain House.  Gave a brief description of the company, the proposed project, along 

with the application, engagement, and development processes.  They are very early in the 

process and much is subject to change as the project develops and evolves. 

o Ken and Lloyd answered questions from the group and indicated they would continue to be in 

contact with WCS and were available for questions as they arose. 

 
Next Meeting: 
January 6th, 3:30pm at Walking Eagle. 
 
 


