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Across the Fence 
Separating Facts from Friction “Where Conversations Happen”                        Fall 2015 

 

  

Public Information Night 

“W5 – Water Use in Industry” 

Who, What, When, Where, Why...and a bit about How 
 

On November 17th the West Central Stakeholders will 
hold their annual Fall Public Information Night at the 
Lou Soppit Centre in Rocky Mountain House.  The topic 
for the evening will be related to water use in industry 
and will consist of a panel from the North 
Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA), the Alberta 
Energy Regulator (AER), Alberta Environment and Parks 
(AEP), and the Canadian Association of Petroleum 
Producers (CAPP). 

The panel will provide a high-level overview of “What 
ways it’s used in industry” “Who monitors” “Who sets 
policy” “Conservation and Protection” “Technologies 
for alternatives”.   

Water use is a big topic and rather than focus on a 
specific use or technology, this evening’s session will be 
looking at it from a general perspective to give us a bit 
of a framework for future discussions. 

Doors will open at 6:00pm and the session will get 
under way at 7:00pm.  The panel presentations will be 
followed by a question and answer session, and the 
evening will wrap up with door-prize draws and 
refreshments. 

Member organizations, agencies and companies will 
have dispay booths to visit and gather information 
before and after the presentation portion of the 
evening. 

WCS MISSION: 

To provide an open forum for the people of West Central Alberta to present and 

discuss information related to the oil and gas industry. 

 

West Central Stakeholders 
Contacts: 

Rick Anderson, Facilitator: 403-847-8086      
wcs@westcentralsh.com 

Miles Nielsen, co-chair: 403-845-8414 
Gerald Knopp, co-chair: 403-729-2663 

www.westcentralsh.com 
 
 

 

Energy and Environmental 
Emergency 

24-Hour Response Line 

1-800-222-6514 
 

For inquiries or regulatory questions, 
contact the customer contact centre 

at 1-855-297-8311 
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Innovative technology eliminates the flare during well completions 
 
As a result of the ongoing technology evolution in the energy industry, companies have found better 
and more efficient ways to produce oil and gas and do it in less impactful ways.  Incinerating gas is an 
example of this type of innovation - instead of flaring Shell and other operators can incinerate the gas, 
eliminating the visible flame.  Shell is committed to reducing the use of flaring worldwide and in most 
instances, flaring is only done during completions activity and emergency situations.  
“We’ve been very successful in reducing the times we need to flare to mostly emergency situations,” 
explained Sean Hervo, Staff Wells Engineer for the Rocky Mountain House asset where incinerators 
have been deployed for completion activity.  “Generally incinerating the gas is a safer method, and we 
eliminate the visible flare which addresses a key issue with stakeholders.   It also keeps the noise and 
light closer to the ground.  If we can, we’ll use incineration for completions - it’s a safe, good way to 
do business.” 
 
Shell utilizes mobile incinerators, which are approximately 7.5 meters in height, during the flowback 
phase of the completions operation.  Capable of reaching temperatures of over 600 C, these large 
devices mix waste gas streams and air, burning them at a controlled rate in an enclosed chamber 
which is located a safe distance from the wellhead.  Incinerator by-products depend upon the original 
composition of the gas; generally high- efficiency combustion of natural gas (methane and other 
constituents) results in carbon dioxide and water vapour. If hydrogen sulphide (H2S) is included in the 
waste gas stream, nearly all of the hydrogen sulphide is converted to sulphur dioxide. 
Sean notes that choosing to incinerate or flare gas is dependent upon the location and flow of the well 
and other conditions.   
 
“We look at many factors when we plan our wells and choose the best technology to give us the best 
results.”  

             Photo and article submitted by Marcie Nieman, Shell Canada 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AFTER 

 

Where’s the Flare? 
  

 

For information about flaring 
and incineration and the 
Alberta Energy Regulator’s 
focus/intent/oversight, please 
visit 
http://www.aer.ca/about-
aer/enerfaqs/enerfaqs-flaring 
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TransCanada in Rocky Mountain House 
 

TransCanada has had an extremely busy year in the Rocky Mountain House area. Along with seven 
large compressor stations, four of which are in the proximity of Rocky Mountain House and 130 meter 
stations, we also maintain many kilometers of natural gas pipelines in the area. Our technicians have 
been kept very busy maintaining these facilities throughout 2015 and will continue for years to come. 
 

I am sure many of you may have noticed the “construction” signs or “testing” signs in the area.  As 
part of our pipe integrity program, we are currently testing  
many of the many smaller laterals that connect to our  
mainline system that contain anywhere from 36” to 42”  
pipelines. The laterals currently being tested or assessed  
range anywhere from 6” to 24”.  Part of the testing requires  
an “In-Line Inspection” (ILI) of the pipe, where a device  
nicknamed a smart pig assesses the integrity of the pipe. In  
order to do this we must install Launcher/Receiver pairs in  
order to launch and receive the tool. This means digging up  
the pipe and installing these components. Once the ILI is  
complete, should the tool suspect a feature (dents, pitting  
corrosion and stress corrosion cracking), the pipe is isolated and excavated to verify if the feature 
exists and if so, is repaired. There have been several of these installations and ILIs in the area 
throughout the year. 
 

One proven method for testing pipe is a hydrotest.  The hydro testing procedure includes filling the 
pipe with water and raising the pressure to its Maximum Operating Pressure.  We recently took our 
18” Ferrier North lateral out of service to perform a hydrotest which required us to dig it up and 
perform a cut in 5 locations to install test heads. This test was just west of the town of Rocky 
Mountain House and ran for approximately five weeks starting July 20th.  We have also performed an 
ILI on the Ferrier 8” lateral, and are in the process of installing a launcher/receiver pair on the Ferrier 
6” lateral to perform an ILI on it. 
 

Another method of ensuring pipe integrity and public safety is called a Class Upgrade which increases 
the wall thickness and depth of the pipe.  For this method, we complete an assessment near a public 
area or where a town has begun to encroach on our right-of-way. This exposes greater number of 
people who may be permanently present near the right-of-way. The class upgrade requires us to 
isolate and remove the existing pipe and replace it with a newer heavy walled pipe. We recently 
completed one of those class upgrades on the west side of the town of Sundre where you would have 
noticed many construction signs and barriers throughout July and August.  
If you have any questions regarding TransCanada’s operations in the Rocky Mountain House area 
please contact me at 403-845-1222. 
 

Sincerely,  
Mike Henderson TCPL Rocky Mountain House Facilities Maintenance Manager  
 

Member Moment…. 
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Member Moments….
   

For a list of WCS member companies, contact information, and more: 
 Visit us on our website at www.westcentralsh.com 

Centrica Energy Ferrier Gas Plant 

Over the summer, residents in the vicinity of Centrica Energy’s  
Ferrier Gas Plant, located about 15 minutes northwest of Rocky 
Mountain House, may have noticed more frequent flaring than 
they are used to seeing.  Ferrier Plant Foreman Matt Flickinger is a 
regular attendee at the West Central Stakeholders meetings and 
always seems happy to answer any questions sent his way, so I 
thought I’d stop in at the plant and ask Matt about the flaring. 
 

Matt explained that while there can be several reasons for flaring 
at a gas plant, the primary purpose is to ensure there are no 
uncontrolled releases.  Reasons for flaring can range from a 
planned shutdown to a power outage to an interruption in 
pipeline service (planned or otherwise).  When the plant has to 
shutdown, safety features at the plant are designed to “lock and 
hold” – nothing comes in and nothing goes out.  Specially designed 
safety valve systems default to close and isolate the plant.  In 
order to accomplish any necessary de-pressuring of the plant 
some of the gas may need to be flared off.  As the plant is started 
back up there may be some additional gas to be flared until the 
plant is fully operational. 
 

Matt also explained a bit about the flare system in general; the 
role of the “pilot flare” to ensure ignition; how the “blower” works 
to ensure adequate oxygen is supplied to the gas in the flare stack 
so that it can burn at maximum efficiency and properly disperse; 
and how flaring is managed and monitored.  Specialized 
equipment monitors the amounts being flared and adjusts as 
necessary.  All of the gas that is flared is measured, recorded, and 
reported to the Alberta Energy Regulator. 
 

This summer there was one power outage and several 
interruptions in supply line service due to pipeline repairs and 
maintenance, which required additional flaring. 
 

If you’d like to ask Matt about the plant’s operations feel free to 
give him a call at 403-844-5033. 

WCS Students Return 

Familiar, youthful faces are 
seen around the table at the 
West Central Stakeholders 
meetings again this year.  
Ashley Sands and Haley 
Hanson were able to 
continue as part of the 
Youth Member Bursary 
Program and both students 
have jumped into the 
group’s activities with both 
feet.  Look for them at the 
Information Night on 
November 17th. 

Rocky Native 
Friendship Centre 

 

 
 

Rocky Native Friendship 
Centre  (RNFC) celebrated 
their 40 year anniversary 

this October.  RNFC 
representatives attend 

and actively participate in 
regular West Central 

Stakeholders meetings. 


